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Art Unit: 3632 

This is the second Office action for application serial number 10/575,403, 
Equipment Support Having Rotatable Bumpers and Hooks filed April 10, 2006. Claims 
1-25, and 27 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or In public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

Claim 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 2,703,265 to Wolfe. The present invention reads on Wolfe as follows: Wolfe 
teaches a patient care equipment support comprising an equipment supporting portion 
(33), at least one member (29) and a coupler (35). The equipment supporting portion is 
configured to support patient care equipment. The at least one member is rotatably 
coupled to the equipment supporting portion. The coupler is coupled to the equipment 
supporting portion and extending generally downwardly therefrom. 

Claims 1, 3, 4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 1,865,757 to Honsowetz. The present invention reads on Honsowetz 
teaches a patient care equipment support comprising an equipment supporting portion 
(1 5,16,1 7), at least one member (1 8) and a coupler (10, 11 ). The equipment 
supporting portion is configured to support patient care equipment. The at least one 
member is rotatably coupled to the equipment supporting portion. The coupler is 
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coupled to the equipment supporting portion and extending generally downwardly 
therefrom. The at least one member comprises an arm (18) pivotally coupled to the 
equipment supporting portion, and the arm is configured to support at least one IV 
container. The at least one member comprises a pair of arms (18) pivotally coupled to 
the equipment supporting portion adjacent to opposite ends thereof, and each arm is 
configured to support at least one IV container. The equipment supporting portion 
defines a recess (20), and each arm is movable between a retracted position (see fig. 5) 
within the recess and an extended position (see fig. 1 and 2) outside the recess. 

Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. Patent 
No. 6,585,206 to Metz et al. The present invention reads on Metz as follows: Metz 
teaches a patient care equipment support comprises an equipment supporting portion 
(23) configured to support patient care equipment. At least one member (230) is 
rotatably coupled to the equipment supporting portion, wherein the at least one member 
comprises a roller bumper (242) rotatably coupled to the equipment supporting portion, 
and the roller bumper has a peripheral portion that extends horizontally beyond the 
equipment supporting portion. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary sl<ill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 
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Claims 23-25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Metz et al. Metz teaches the limitations of the base claim. Additionally, Metz teaches 
the equipment supporting portion has upper and lower members (72, 74). The roller 
bumpers are coupled to the upper member adjacent to opposite ends thereof. Each 
roller bumper has a peripheral portion that extends horizontally beyond the outer 
periphery of the equipment supporting portion. However, Metz fails to teach a second 
roller bumper and a second roller bumper receiving space. It would have been obvious 
to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to have a 
second roller bumper and roller bumper receiving space, since it has been held that 
mere duplication of the essential working parts of a device involves only routine skill in 
the art. 

Claims 6-8, and 18-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Honsowetz in view of U.S. Patent No. 4,945,592 to Sims et al. 
Honsowetz teaches each hook portion comprises a disc (21), wherein each disc is 
circular in cross-section. However Honsowetz fails to teach the arms having a plurality 
off hook portions, wherein the disc is elliptical or oval in cross section. 

Sims teaches arms (the top portion of 12). Each arm has a plurality of hook 
portions (not numbered) spaced there along to support a plurality of IV containers. The 
plurality of hook portions is spaced at equal increments along the length of the 
respective arm. Each arm has a plurality of outwardly extending portions extending 
outwardly, each outwardly extending portion carries a hook portion at a distal end 
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thereof. The hook portion extends above and below the outwardly extending portion in 
a common plane. It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to have modified the arm as taught by Honsowetz to 
have incorporated the plurality of hooks as taught by Sims for the purpose of mounting 
a plurality of IV bags. Additionally, it would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to have modified the disc shape as taught by Honsowetz, since such a 
modification would have involved a mere change in the shape of a component. A 
change in shape is generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the 
art. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 2, 9-17 and 27 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable If rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 

Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments with respect to claims have been considered but are moot 
In view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from tine 
examiner should be directed to Gwendolyn Baxter whose telephone number is 571-272- 
6814. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 8:00am-4:30pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J. Allen Shrlver can be reached on 571-272-6698. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status Information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Gwendolyn Baxter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3632 

September 1 , 2009 



